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5 November 1979

Memorandum for DD/NFA
N1O/NESA
D/0PA
D/0OSR

Subject: NFAC Reporting

cn Morocco/Western Sahara

1. The Senior Review p
subtle reporting bias on

the Western Sahara. The NID a
Fublications h
military performance
continued reports of
inefficient tactics,
the past, more recent

stently Portrayed rhe

in pessimistic terms. There hag been
pPoor morale, inadequate leadership,

€tc. VWhile thig nay have been true in
reporting in the news media, especially
since the recent use of French airpower and the US arms
decision, has bean more optimistic. Thus, while the NID
article of 10 October 1979 (Attachment A) treated the Polisario
attacks on Zaag and Semara as guerrilla victories, The Christian
§gigggg_§g§ggg£ on 18 October 1979 (Attachment B) described

the Semara battle as 3 Polisario rout because of the effective
use of airpower. . The use of airpower was not mentioned in the
10 October 1979 NI - Furthermore, while g 29 October 1979
HﬁiﬁiﬂSFOV Post (Attﬁcbment C) article speaks of the "recent
military lmprovement" ip Morocco's conduet of the war, includin
"improved air and ground ¢ i 1 i ies of major t
battles since August', a3 16 Octob Attachment D)

article is headlined "Morocco: The Bleak Military Outlook."

The NID article does mention Moroceo's new airpower as improving
allitary morale and the Army'sg plans for more aggressive
eperarvions with ney Ug ¢quipment., But ir States that thege

are unlikely to significantly improve the armed forceg
capabilitijes against the guerrillas or Morocco' s prospects

for regaining the military advantage .
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subject: NFAC Reporting orn dorceeo /Western Sahara

2. The SRP realizes that the ne
datelined from Rabat and may refilect
although The Washington Post article
unbiased. The Panel nevertheless won
reporting is sufficiently balanced on
,erformance. Perhaps there is a subco
by NFAC analysts to continue the esti
the April 1979 IIM on "Internal Stability in Morocco."

That estimate took the position that the worsening military
situation in the Western Sahara was promoting military
discontent which eventually would threaten the monarchy if
King Hassan could not find a solution. Reporting since
then has indicated that even additional Western militar
aid will not enable th

The SRP does not wish to challenge these judgments, but it
would hope that the analysts have an open mind on the
Possibility that the Moroccan armed forces might improve

their performance sufficiently to lessen potential military
dissatisfaction with the King.

wspaper articles were
a pro-government line,
seems particularly
ders whether the NID
Moroccan military
nscicus motivation
mative line taken in

Attachments:
As stated

i . % 0
P98S00099R00050102

e armed forces to defeat the Polisario.
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THE CHRISTIAN SCE;FNCE MONITOR

Thursday, October 18, 1979

Morocco uses
new muscie

in Sahara war

By L. Roberts Sneidoa
Special to The Christizn Sciwetice Aonitor
Rabat, Mcroceco

A new phase of fighting in tie desert areas
of what forinerly was cailed Spanish Sabara
nos begun. The four-year conflict, which until
recent weeks was composed of speradic
octbre ks of cuerrilla warfare, bas esealated
wnito nseries of major battles.

The Algeria-tased Polisario Front guer-
rilla erganization is staging full-scale attacks
on Moroccan posts, both in Moroeco and in its
annexcd Saharan provinces, aimed at captur-
ing major towns and military ga rrisons.

As attacks on Tantédn, Tata, Lemsied, Zag,
Rir Anzahran, Lebouirat, and finally, Smara
have intensified, Moroccan military observe
ers now have convineing cvideace that the
Polisario Front possesses a large arsenal of
sophisticated Soviet-built armament.

Yet Moroccan forces today are routing the
enerny and starting to get the upper hand, ac-
cording to reports reaching here.

At Bir Anzahran in August, a bold move by
a 3.000-man Polisario furce to take Dakila,
tLie capital of the southern portion of the for-
mer Spanish Sahara, was checked by
Moroccan «ir power. More recently, an at-
tack con the important garrison town of
Smare, whieh is alsn the religious capital of
the Sanara, indicates a distinct turning point
in the war. ,

Never before has the guerrilla organiza-
tion cngaged so many men and so much
equipment.

Some 5,000 Polisario fighting men moved
on Smara and its 8,000 inhabitants during the
night of Oct. 5, coming from three directions.
The attackers were equipped with Soviet-type

_ Kalashnikov rifles and submachine guns and
_Soviet-built 120 mm. and 160 mm. rockets,
which are fired from Stalin missile launchiers

with a range of 11 and 13 miles, respectively.

‘The Moroccan garrison of Smara, consist-
ing of little over a regiment, withstood a 24-
hour pummeling, including substantial man-
to-iman combat  Moroecan ground troops
claimad to have destroyed 50 vehicles and
killed 339 of the ¢neiny on the first day.

Ga the fellowing night, the Moroccan Air
Force arrived on the scene. Waves of attacks
by French-built Mirage F-1 fighter squadrons
continuinvg tirroughout Oct. 7 encountered a
barrage of Sovict SAM-7 missiles and cther
antiaircraft weapons.

This was the first Moroecan air atfack by
night, which in previous battles has been the
time of Palisario  effectiveness.  The
Moroccans thus had the advantage of sur-
prise. A divorgauized retreat by the Polisario
foice, calling for reinforcements, under com-
bined artiltery and afr attack turned into a
veritable rout, despite Polisario’s claim on
Oct. 7 of having sccupied the city of Smara.

After the air battle, over 200 more de-
stroyed Polisario vehicles and 735 dead ‘mer-
cenaries”  were  counted,  according  to
Moroccan sources. Morcecan dead and
wounded nurmbered 121, they said, though the
Polisario Front placed the figure far higher.
Morocco had the advantage of having been
prepared for an attack, as the pguerrilla ad-
vanee had been ahsecved for several days.

Moroccan mulitary officials have deduced
that several Polisario attack units started out
from positions across the Mauritanian horder
only 40 miles away. As the Polisario force re-
treated, the Moreccan Air Force intervened,
strafing the route from Smara to Tifaritl on
which enerny reinforcements were arriving.

Above all, the battle of Smara represented
a smashing victory for the Moroccan Air
Force. For the first time, Moroccan pilots
were able to demonstrate their ability to han-
dle the sophisticated Mirage F-ts, which they
claim showed a performance superior to that
of the older American planes Moroccans had
been flying in the Sahara.

The attack on Smara, like the attempt to
take Dakhla, was almed at establishing a
foothold for a Polisario-run Saharan govern-
ment, as their headguarters to date has been
situated in Algeria. .
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By Jonathan C. Randal
Wash:ng:~n Poust Foreign Bervice
RABAT. Morocco — Four years al-
masterminding the peaceful take-
»r of the Spanish Sahara. King Has-
y IU's often shaky ghrone f¢ again
-eatened by the ens<uing desert war
1t re:uces to 20 away.
O paradovically, the recent miltary
t of the war is vaguely en-
2. Rarely has it been sO in the
ce the king has managed to
2 party suppoit hehind the
as never before and obtain Sa-
-zhian {inancinz of the fizhtinZ.
secent military

r

:airci aft—does not change the
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basic evaluation that Morocco  is
caught in along, sapping conflict. So,
too, are the Polisario guerrillas, a re-
gional independence group. and their
ial and diplomatic
backers: Algeria and Libya.

Even the palace mood has changed.
GGone is the pretension that the Sahara
problem was solved when Spain, in
Gen. Francisco Franco's dying days,
acreed to give the Caiifornia-sized ter-
ritory to Mauritania and Morocco in
November 1976

The hich economic cost of the sub-
with Polisario guerrillas
for control of the Western Sahara
foreed Mauritania o renounce its
¢laim 1o the southern thit 1 of the ter-
ritory in Aug and sign a peace
treaty with the Polisario. As a result,

sequent war

S

Morocco annexed \fauritania’s portion
and its forces huve been stretched

thinner than ever in trying to main-

tain control of the territory.

“yes the situation is grave, serlous,”

a palace insider remarked recently,
“put we are not in a trap.”

Other observers are not so san-
guine, even if thev do not necessarily
share a lead’ Socialist oppasition
r s privald ~smplaint that “every-
thing is unraveln2. everything is fall-
ing to pieces. Thz king is wasting val-
uable time.”

The Sncialists, still politically sus-
of earlier plotting
in=. have tended to sup-
opt.~sition demarnds for
of Poiisario guerrillas

ptions in Desert War

olicy Oc:.ﬁ.&mww& Mishandled, Seli-Deleating

inside Algeria. a people's miiitia to
fight alongside the reguiar armea
forces and annexationist land claims.

Diminishing options confront the
king. who at 50 remains very much !
the same man who wrote his politica?
science dissertaticn on Machiavells
and repeatedly has proved to be cne
of contemporary history’s great survi-
vOrs.

Politically, opposition parties find
the king too moderate in his prosecu-
tion of the war. They are pushing him
toward a potential conflict with Alge-
ria. which he neither wants nor stands
much chance of winninz.

e is still too traumatized by mili-
tary involvemeni in assassination at-
temipis in 1971 and 1972 — rlus an Al
gerian-backed aboutive coup in 1873 —
to appoint a deiense nunister or ¢
of staff. Most domestic and fer
analysts believe such a movels 1
sary to improve the armed forces’ per-
formance.

Diplomatically. analysts
rocco has mishandled massively the
defense of its claims to the disputed”
Western Sahara. It has argued that its
case was self-evident and required uo
explanation, much less Justification.

Such hubris has cost 3Iorocco
dearly and allowed the Pcii-ariv ard
its Alzerian backers 10 ma.e diplo-
matic gzins.

At last count 25 cou s have rec-
ognized ihie Polisar inczl arm.
the Sahsran Arab Demwocratic Repub-
lic. The king's refusal to ail
Grgapization of African Lnity summi

in Monrovia, Li last July was
crueial in providirg the Policario with
another easy viciowy. The King's fel-
low chiefs of state were irked that he
had no* buthered te aprear — and
siywed it by voting in suppcriof s
determination for Lise We n sSahara.

Equaliy self-defeatinz the gov-
ernment information policy which for
years denivd any problems — much
17 in tiie Western Sahara.
has this attitude to its
advantage. From the starl of the war

has issucd freguent. if

~

-

ey 1670

A rash of strikes las i

; bt st sprin av
the .n_.nn a whitf of what .c:En cﬂm .M
m»ﬂﬂ\:.m—.eéi. g months.

e govennmest is paving the pri
e EO\ L i 3 price

ME. overly zmditious development

:au&ml bowedl @n post-1973 skyv-h
sphate prices — .
scaled back Afver the m
for Xioroeeo!s'birgest e .
f r L rzest export. i
isirunning:dt:moze t! b ant o
nually while ‘the population grows at
more :En. 3 jpement a year. Unem-
ploymentiisranjmt. i )

A mediocre hamest me i
. did L “ans im -
inz 2 :,._:S:.,gmin wheat s.olﬂ_;%ﬂa
n. Towrism receipts are down
hich béfare B73 accounted frr §

percent of Moreo's
Lt = )y
€als up 25 percemt of the total ard ex-
watesesport revenuces,

rvestsent is stugsi

troops .:.-nroa. Tan Tan J
southern Morocco, did n.ro- m..v”vﬁ.m,
Eoua.voﬂa admitting there was a war
on. Nevertheless, access to Moroccan
troops is all but impossible.
Even when Morocco earlicr
3.0.::. announced , 2 major .
over the Pojishrio at Smara
king s v._u_.uuou chewed up major
illa units as they fled f y ;
city they claimed to rn<a_,wu”.vwwmmwo_lw
“__ days passed before the press was
lown down for a brief two-hour visit. -
No aﬁn.:a questions were u:m:.o_,ma, ;
-na while AG—.S:NG and uo:;‘_:im
visited the airfield and adjoininz ,8,4..:
m:a. barracks, they did not see the bat-"
tle m ield several miles awav ®
conomically, Morocco is bes~t with
Mwwﬂaoa .ﬂ:-.n Sow_n. problems that
ha e wwgul« 16 do directly with the
:Mmén %t..ﬁdﬂ. pessimfsts are can-
y 15 omly a matter of time be-
ore Mernoceams start blaming their
plight-on a war eosting about $i.5 mil-

this
ictory
— the
uer-
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MOROCCO, From Al0

years of enforced gov ernmeht  re-
straint before Morocco gets out from
under a 22 percent debt ratio.
Relieving the gloom, however, are
large loans underwritten by the Sau-
dis—the exact amount is not public
but is believed to involve several hun-
dred million dollars—and a $250 mil-
lion undertaking by European banks.
Saudi .largesse, interrupted last
year apparently to siznal displeasure
with Hassan's spirited defense of the
Camp David accords, thus has been
restored. But the price is toeing the
line on the Arab boycott of Egypt.
‘Diplomats are convinced that the
kinz can do r.o more than accept lin-
E ited Egyptian arns shipments despite
$ temptation both to brea¥ hi< encir-
pement and please the United States.
BDomest{cally, the 'kirg outwardly
ears to be backing in the wirm
jace of 20 miilion nationalist Mo-

la, left, focuses on the horizon in the Western Sahara; at

v Morecco Threatened by

minaiity within the university stu-
den: union, scem Lo support him solid-
Iy,

But the stizht improvement in 1Mo-
roceo’s military po ¢ is not decmed
sufficient to provide anythinz ap-
proaching a military victory for the
king.

Indeed his greatest nizhtmare is said

to be the possibility of a border strike
led by some frustrated and disgrun-
tled colonel against either Tindouf,
the southern Algerian base area for
the Polisario, or the Mediterrancan
port of Arzew, where much of Alye-
ria’s hizh-techrology industiy is lo-
cated. .
Not only would the Algerian riposte
almost certainly be massive—and po-
tentially catastrophic, since Algeria’s
armed forces vastly outgun Mororeo's
__bhut the king would probably lo:e
whatever remaining international
credit he still enjoys.

The king has sought to control any
such temptation to the “right of hot

C. Spenzler—SYGMA

pursuit” by first announcing he could
not rule out such a possibility, then
wying to make sure no such action
could take place. After the Polisario’s
.n Tzn raid. the king sidestepped
tue issue by paming a' Higher Delensc
Coundil, which included members ol
all major political parties, but not a
sinzgle military man.

Morocco's diplomatic failures, and
the Polisario’s concomitant successes,
have made it all but impossible to en-
visage an honorable way out for any
of the interested parties, diplomats

+. It is too late for the king to
peaccably accept Saharan self-deter-
mination. And in light of the wide rec-

=nition of the Polisario, it would
secq: equally difficult for the organi-
zation’s Alperian ‘backers to sell the
Pulisaric down the river.

Piesident Carter justified his con-
troversial decision to provide new
weapens to Moroceo on grounds that
the king would thus be engourazed to
enter negotiations. So  far, howesver,

right, Moroccan intervention udits, stretched thin

Lingering Saharan War

mediation efforis by Saudi Arabia’s
King Khalid, Tunisian Y'resident Ha-
bib Pourguiba and Yasser Arafat of
the Palestine Liberation Organization
have proved fruitiess, and diplomats
here hold out little hope of any quick
nevotiated settlenent.

The king seemed to pin his hores
for an end of the war on a chanue of
Algerian heart after Chadli Eenjedid
replaced  Houarl Joumedione  as
president of Algeria in January. But
there has been no visible chznge in
the Algerian policy of supporting the
Polisario. .

The main problem for Moroceo is
how to make Algeria and Libya feel
the cost of escalating Polisario at-
tacks. That is no ea: task with the
“kinz's dostre Lo avoid a wider war,
CLibye's willingnoss to supply the Pol-
isario fro its bulzinr Soviet-sup-
plied avac id Alzeria and Libya
both able to use their oil to dissuade
mearinsful third-party diplomacs

o far the king has made do with
strings and mirro:s. He moved boldly

W

in the desert wag, drop from a helicopter in pursmit

to prevent a Polisario takeover of
Mauritania’s third of the Western Sa-
hara in early August after Mauritania
pulled out of the conflict. *

Similarly, improved air and ground
coordination in a series of major bat-
tles since August has restored pugiic
faith in the armed forces and €rysta:
ized anti-¥lgerian nationaiism’
the Polisaric got the best ofesa Iulw
clashes. .

On the other hand, all parties *o
the dispute now seem trapped. Neith-
er Algerians nor Moroccans can back
down, and as an opposition politician
said, “The history of the Moroccan
monarchy is linked to defense of our
territory.” N

“Wwe will succeed if the war be-
comes unpoptlar in Algeria hefore &t
doos in Morocco™ he adid. . Byl cven
if the king were overthrown for losing
the Sahara, many observers—includ-
ing. it 1s said, some Polisario leaders
zie convinced an éven more BALOM-
alistic covernment would tske his
place and continue the war.
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